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EMBARGOED: Until 00:01hrs on Wednesday 14th December 2011
£3.8 MILLION LOTTERY GRANTS FoR PROJECTS SUPPORTING NI YOUNG PEOPLE 
A project to help improve the lives of vulnerable young people in care in Northern Ireland has been awarded a major grant from the Big Lottery Fund.   

Voice of Young People In Care (VOYPIC) is one nine Northern Ireland projects that have been awarded grants totalling over £3.8 million from the Big Lottery Fund’s Reaching out: Empowering Young People programme which supports young people most at risk in Northern Ireland, including those who have been disengaged from education, involved in crime or in care. (See table attached for full list of NI grants)
VOYPIC will use £499,688 to help improve the lives and opportunities of over 1,500 young, isolated and vulnerable young people in care in Northern Ireland. VOYPIC’s project will provide each young person with a participation worker who will work closely with them to find out what their needs are and to help them achieve their goals in life. 

They will then provide a range of support services and activities including job skills, education, cooking, driving theory and teen parenting courses. “There are approximately 2,500 children living in care today in Northern Ireland,” said Maelisa Kennedy, participation service manager. 
“They may have moved away from family and friends to live in new circumstances and surroundings, all the time dealing with what happened to them. This can have an effect on their health, confidence and self esteem; and may lead to challenging or risky behavior.
“Living in care can have a negative effect on education and job opportunities.  Some young people lose ambition and feel that no one cares.  Sometimes school attendance is disrupted and they fall behind. Only 11% of Northern Ireland’s care leavers achieved five or more GCSE grades A*- C compared to 67% of the general population.  In 2009 almost half of care leavers left with no formal qualifications.” 
“This project will help improve the education and self-esteem of these young people, giving them the skills and opportunities to make something of their lives.”  
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Roisin joined VOYPIC’s Young Reps volunteer programme in 2007 when she was 16. “I was moved into care because of family problems and I felt very confused and totally isolated,” she said. “VOYPIC helped me build my self-esteem and confidence as well as helping me to trust people again and feel positive about my life. I have gone on to university and I know it was VOYPIC that played a major part in shaping the life I have today.”
Afasic has also been awarded £382,021 to improve the lives of hundreds of young people across Northern Ireland who have speech, language and communication needs (SLCN). The project will run activities and services to improve the confidence, self-esteem and social skills of the young people, improving their opportunities in life. 
Project officers will run support services including regular youth groups covering areas such as building positive relationships and addressing concerns like bullying and fears for the future. They will also organise week long summer programme in each area preparing young people as they move from primary to secondary school and activity days to build friendships and encourage the young people to mix and have fun.
“SLCN is a hidden disability,” said Director Mary Wright. “This can have an effect on young people’s education, it can include dyslexia, reduce a young person’s confidence and self esteem, and lead to them getting involved in ant-social behaviour. It affects two to three young people in every classroom in Northern Ireland. 

“The project is already being run in the Southern area, so the funding will be used to expand it across the rest of Northern Ireland. It will mean we can support more young people with this disability and we’ll also run training for organisations involved in the criminal justice system such as the PSNI and youth justice workers, so they can recognise a vulnerable young person who needs support. 

“Young people who take part will make friends and feel less isolated, they will gain confidence and greater belief in themselves, and they’ll have a resilience to go out into the world and say this is who I am and grab the opportunities available.”
Caoimhe, 18, from Armagh, says the project made a major difference to her life. “It was tough for me in school at first,” she said. “It was a big step for me as I used to be in a Special School. I had trouble communicating and I was very nervous. I felt like an outside at first and people treated me differently. I was bullied and it just wasn’t a nice time in my life.” 
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She continued: “Then I was put in contact with Mary at Afasic. She organises loads of activities for me to get involved in and I’ve made lots of friends. I can be open about who I am and I’ve met lots of people who are in a similar situation. There are two other young people from my school who go along and we’ve become good friends.

“I’m much more positive now and I’ve realised I have a real ability for golf and I play camogie too. I’m going to be Juvenile Captain for Armagh Gold Club next year. I also do a lot of volunteering because I feel it’s important to give something back to my community because Afasic has done so much for me.  I’m using my experience to help others. I would like to go on to study Social Care and I want to work with young people with special needs.”

Frank Hewitt, Big Lottery Fund NI Chair, said: “I am delighted that we are announcing these grants awarded through our £20 million Empowering Young People programme to support the most vulnerable and isolated young people in our society.
“The grants announced today are supporting a range of vital projects to improve the lives of the most at risk young people in our society including young people at risk of crime, anti-social behaviour and offending, vulnerable young people in care and young people who are not involved in education.”
To find out more about the Reaching Out programmes visit www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
For more information contact:

Andrew Kennedy Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 02890 551 426

Out of hours contact: 07788 640 791

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out 46% of the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.
· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 
· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £26 billion has now been raised and more than 330,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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